
 

 

 
   

 

 
MAYORAL MINUTE NO 1/2020 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE WESTERN SYDNEY COMMUNITY LEGAL CENTRE LTD 
(WSCLC) TO PROVIDE FREE LEGAL ADVICE TO HILLS SHIRE RESIDENTS 

 
11 FEBRUARY 2020 

 

Councillors,  

The Hills is renowned for its quality of life, however not everyone enjoys the opportunity to feel 
safe and supported. Domestic violence rates continue to climb, and so does the cost of living 
and mortgage stress.  

To help our residents seek legal advice is a safe, comfortable and neutral environment, the 
Western Sydney Community Legal Centre Ltd (WSCLC) has approached myself and our Hills 
Shire Library Service to enter into a partnership to provide a free legal clinic.  

WSCLC operates across western Sydney and is funded by Legal Aid NSW, the Commonwealth 
Government and The Scully Fund - a philanthropic charity based in Sydney. The service delivers 
legal support to disadvantaged people in the community who may otherwise not have equitable 
access to the legal system, and according to research conducted by the WSCLC, a free service 
of this kind is needed in The Hills.   

As part of this agreement, WSCLC will provide, at a minimum, one qualified lawyer for two 
hours, once a month, to meet with community members requiring free legal advice on an 
appointment-only basis. The legal service will be responsible for taking bookings and for all 
contact with clients.  

The clinic is proposed to commence on 1st March 2020 and will be reviewed after 12 months to 
assess the benefit to community members.  

Council’s contribution will be to provide a meeting room free-of-charge in the Castle Hill Library 
for those hours to facilitate this very worthy cause.  

As a further contribution to our community, WSCLC is offering to work with the Hills Shire Library 
Service to provide free community seminars on legal topics of interest to residents. The Library 
has run seminars such as these in the past, including wills and power of attorney and it would be 
beneficial to have access to a not-for-profit provider such as WSCLC to provide such seminars.  

Having a background in law and having campaigned for similar projects, I am incredibly proud to 
support an initiative of this kind. It's a project that is very close to my heart and it's a service that 
our residents will find extremely beneficial.  

 



 

 

 

Accordingly, I move:  

 
MOTION: 
 
1. This Mayoral Minute be received.  
 
2. The General Manager be authorised to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)  

with Western Sydney Community Legal Centre Ltd for the operation of a service  providing 
free legal advice to residents of The Hills Shire.  

 

 

 

 

Dr Michelle Byrne  
MAYOR  


